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of the Serve Illinois Commission is to improve Illinois 
communities by enhancing volunteerism and instilling an 
ethic of service throughout the State. 

is an Illinois where all citizens recognize their ability and 
responsibility to help strengthen their communities 
through voluntary service. 

The Mission 

Our Vision  



о 

 

Table of Contents  

4  From the Executive Director 

5  Meet Serve Illinois 

10  Recognizing our Volunteers 

14  Illinois Disaster Corps 

8  AmeriCorps Works for Illinois 

15  Social Media Outreach 

6  National Service and AmeriCorps 



п 

 

From the Executive Director  

ŚƆ Ŵ ƆŶƂƈƇ, Ţ ƊŴƆ ƇƂſŷ ƊŻŸƁ ƌƂƈ ŶŴƀƃ ƇŻŴƇ ƌƂƈ KſŸŴƉŸ ƂƁſƌ ŹƂƂƇƃƅżƁƇƆ ŴƁŷ ƇŴžŸ ƂƁſƌ 

ƃŻƂƇƂźƅŴƃŻƆL. ŭŻŸ ƀŸƀƂƅżŸƆ ƊŸƅŸ ŴſƊŴƌƆ ƀƈŶŻ ƆƇƅƂƁźŸƅ ƇŻŴƁ ŴƁƌƇŻżƁź ŸſƆŸ ƊŸ ŶƂƈſŷ ƇŴžŸ 

back with us. Every time we volunteer our time to help someone else, we leave a bit of 

ourselves with them P a footprint. The memory of that service carries on long after we are 

gone. 

We of course take the memory of our time with us, and we are forever changed by that 

memory. But more importantly, the memory of service stays with those whom we helped. 

The time we spend volunteering, no matter how small the amount, changes things. 

Whether it is helping a child read a book, feeding a family on hard times, or helping a 

veteran find a job, the world is forever changed by our service. In this annual report, we 

hope to share some of our memories with you, and more importantly, we hope that you 

see just how it easy to change this world for the better with something as simple as time 

and a kind heart.  

2016 was a banner year for service in Illinois. More than 2 million of our citizens 

volunteered to help their neighbors, and that led us to be the top volunteering state 

among the largest states in the country. Those millions of Illinoisans gave 286.5 million 

hours of their time to others, and that led to $7.3 billion in impact to our state. Illinois is 

only as strong as its people, and our volunteers have created a strong foundation for us to 

build a better home upon. 

When you read all these stories and look at all these memories 

of service, remember that we are only just getting started. The 

millions of hours and billions of dollars we speak of only come 

from the 24.9% of us who volunteer. 

ŭŻŴƇLƆ ƅżźŻƇ: ƂƁſƌ Ŵ ƄƈŴƅƇŸƅ ƂŹ ŢſſżƁƂżƆŴƁƆ ƉƂſƈƁƇŸŸƅŸŷ ſŴƆƇ ƌŸŴƅ. 

Now, just imagine what the Land of Lincoln could look like if 

each one of those volunteers brought a friend or family member 

along with them. Imagine the groundswell of good deeds that 

could come from just asking someone to join you when you 

volunteer! 

Yours in Service, 

Executive Director 
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The Serve Illinois Commission 

is a 40-member (25 voting 

and 15 non-voting), bi-

partisan board appointed by 

the Governor and 

administered by the Illinois 

Department of Public Health 

(IDPH). Commission staff and 

commissioners work closely 

together to advance the 

mission and strategic plan of 

the Serve Illinois Commission.  

 

Quarterly commission 

meetings are held in both 

Springfield and Chicago, 

which are open to the public. 

 Staff 
 Scott McFarland, Executive Director 

 Mike Esper, AmeriCorps Program Officer 

 Mattias Ghelaidos, Fiscal Officer 

 Mike Stehlin, Training Coordinator 

 Kelia Beck, Volunteerism Coordinator 

 Liam Coussens, AmeriCorps Program Coordinator 

Commissioners 
Jeff Turnbull, Chair    

Deb Marton, Vice Chair 

Julian Brown   Howard Lathan 

Barb Bryne   Adam McGriffin 

Nisan Chavkin  Jenne Myers 

Laura Davis   Joseph Rives 

Merri Dee   Giraldo Rosales 

James Dixon   Anne Schuman 

Chris Errera   Cynthia Sims 

Beth Ford   Stephen Silberman 

Amanda Guinn  Tony Smith 

John Hosteny   Barbara Tubekis 

Jane Angelis   Jennifer Witzel 
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National Service in Illinois  

Senior Corps 

Senior Corps National Service Programs utilize senior volunteers in different capacities: 

§ RSVPP The Retired and Senior Volunteer Program utilizes individuals 55 and older to serve communities in 
a variety of capacities. 

§ FGPP The Foster Grandparent Program recruits senior volunteers to work in schools with students that are 
primarily low income. 

§ SCPP The Senior Companions Program utilizes senior volunteers to work with other senior individuals to 
help them maintain their independence. 

The Serve Illinois Commission administers AmeriCorps State Programs, and partners with organizations that  

administer other National Service Programs overseen by the Corporation for National and Community Service. 

In addition to AmeriCorps State programs, there are three other national service programs that utilize        

AmeriCorps Members: 

§ AmeriCorps StatePPrograms host members that perform direct service at specific host sites across Illinois. 

§ National DirectP Members perform direct service with organizations that operate in multiple states. 

§ VISTAP MůƂſƈƁƇŸŸƅƆ ŢƁ ŬŸƅƉżŶŸ ŭƂ ŚƀŸƅżŶŴN ƀŸƀŵŸƅƆ ŹƂŶƈƆ ƂƁ ŶŴƃŴŶżƇƌ ŵƈżſŷżƁź ŴƁŷ ƊƂƅž ƇƂ żƀƃƅƂƉŸ ŻŸŴſƇŻ 
services, end illiteracy, increase housing and job opportunities, and end poverty.  

§ NCCCP The National Civilian Community Corps is a residential service program where members are de-
ployed in teams to various locations across the nation to work exclusively on service projects that promote 

public safety, improve the environment, and post-disaster response. 

AmeriCorps 


